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Coordinator's Comments
2. Complete training throughout the year. Now that we’ve begun a
new year, you are each responsible for completing 12 hours of inservice training and logging this training in the training log in the
CASAaz dashboard. Reading these newsletters can count for .5
hours of training each, but it’s your responsibility to claim that credit
after you read the newsletter. Also, within each newsletter is a book or
movie recommendation - reading these books or watching these
movies/documentaries will earn you training credit as well. In addition,
Rand Rosenbaum from CASA of Arizona has sent out a list of
upcoming webinars; check those out!

Abby Dodge & Family
Happy New Year everyone! Here’s hoping for an amazing 2022!
As we enter the new year, I’d like to ask for a renewed commitment
from each of you. I know many of you are already doing these things
regularly, but it still doesn’t hurt to recommit. Here’s what I need from
each of you to help us better support the children from our community
and to help our program remain in good standing with CASA of
Arizona.
1. Remain current on your contact logs. Everything case related
(reading the file, communicating with anyone on the case, seeing the
child, writing a report, etc.) needs to be logged in the contact log in the
CASAaz dashboard. You can make one entry per week, one per
month, or one per case-related activity - whatever is easier for you. All
I ask is that the date you put on the log is within the correct month that
the activity occurred.

3. Consider your ability to travel outside of Cochise County to support
a youth. I know that not everyone has the time or ability to do so - and
that’s okay. I’m just asking you to consider it. Approximately 40% of
the youth in care from Cochise County are placed outside of Cochise
County. This makes it very difficult for us to support some of the youth
who could use it the most. I know that traveling to Tucson and beyond
is time consuming and can be expensive - but thanks to technology it
can be easier to stay in contact with an assigned youth without
making the trip multiple times per month. Per the Arizona Code of
Judicial Administration, CASAs are expected to meet with their
assigned youth in person one time per month (minimum); technology
could assist with maintaining a relationship between those visits. In
addition, the Cochise County Council for CASA, Inc. will reimburse
your mileage for these out-of-county trips at 30 cents per mile. You
just have to provide me with your dates of travel and your total
mileage, and I’ll submit the paperwork; then you’ll get a check in your
mailbox. It’s so easy!
~Continued on next page~
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Coordinator's Comments - Continued
4. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, stay in contact with your
coordinator. We understand that life gets messy, things come up that
prevent you from being as active as you would like. That’s okay.
Although we ask for CASAs to remain on a case until the case
dismisses, we’d also rather you be active on the case the entire time
rather than disappearing without a trace. If you have something going
on in your personal life that you need to take some time to address, let

us know. We will work with you to find the best solution for how to
proceed.
Last year was rough - but you all endured. You stayed the course,
and you did great things for our children and our community. You
make CASA of Cochise County the best program in the state (I might
be biased, but I’m pretty sure that’s a fact). We couldn’t do this
without you - THANK YOU!
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Takeaway from 2021
by the Honorable Terry Bannon, Cochise County Presiding Juvenile Judge
Dear CASAs,
I don’t know what to think or say about 2021. It sure was a
challenging year. But I don’t know of any year that does not present
challenges - at least not in my experience. Every year brings good
and bad and this year was no different.
Looking back, a lot of good things happened to me in 2021 and I
refuse to let COVID erase or even diminish the good that did happen.
Here are some of the good things:
I sold my house, so I no longer spend my weekends at the hardware
store trying to act like I know what I am talking about even when I
didn’t. That was pretty stressful.

I sustained a lot of minor cuts and bruises in my home repair journey
so I have an abundance of first aid stuff - especially Neosporin. I have
a lot of band aids too because they don’t stick to Neosporin. I may
donate some of that stuff to Habitat for Humanity. If their home repair
experience level is anything like mine, they’re gonna need it.
But most of all, I let all the people I care about know I care about
them. I wouldn’t want something to happen to me and have people
wonder if I cared about them or not. So I decided to tell them. And you
know what? It felt good to say it. Really good. That was my big
takeaway from 2021.
I hope this last CASA letter in 2021 finds you and your loved ones
doing well, safe, happy and healthy.
Thank you for a wonderful 2021. You mean the world to me.

I no longer need to wonder what a miter saw is and what it does and
if I really need one.
I bought more tape measures in 2021 than anyone else on earth and
can’t find any of them. Measuring is apparently a thing in home
repairs. I don’t know where they went or where they are. I just know I
bought a lot of them because I still have the receipts.
I took a lot of stuff apart, but couldn’t figure out how to put it back
together so I packaged the parts and took them to Goodwill. Good
luck putting them back together, I say.

J Bannon
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Our Attorneys in Their Off Time!
By Debra Peterson
Volunteer

Dependency Attorney Joy Kemp was a special guest at a recent birthday
party my co-CASA Mary Blanchard and I threw for a teen girl on one
of our cases. This case is very dear to Attorney Kemp, she’s been this
child’s attorney for over 8 years.

Left to Right: Birthday Girl, Attorney Joy Kemp, CASA Mary Blanchard

We held the party at a Peter Piper’s in Tucson, complete with all the
trimmings. Mary Blanchard did an article for our December newsletter
on the party, it was an amazing event we all enjoyed. But, beyond the
pizza, presents, and party favors, there is more to this story.
If you ever wonder what our attorneys are doing in their off time, I bet
“handling slime,” would not make your list. Alas… that’s just what
happened.
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Attorney Kemp has been the longest standing support for this now-teen
girl who in that eight years, has had fifteen placements. CASA Mary
Blanchard has been with the case for the last five years.
For this girl, both her attorney and her CASAs provide much needed
support, stability and consistency. She has come to think of both Joy
and Mary as her surrogate family. A few months ago, the case’s venue
was nearly changed to Tucson (Pima County) for departmental reasons.
The girl clearly expressed that she did not want to lose either her
attorney or her CASAs. Attorney Kemp rapidly built a case and filed to
keep the venue here. Our judge recognized the critical stability being
provided for this girl and ruled in favor of keeping this case here in
Cochise County. Everyone won that day.
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2021 Year End Closeout
by Mellyora Crawford, Cochise County CASA Volunteer
There were a lot of expectations from a lot of people for the
beginning of 2021 with no expectation management. There was
a lot of increased complaining and a lot of loss.
Yes, I know I used “a lot” a lot. That is what this past year has
been for most: “a lot”. It has been so much that I forget to only
use one space after a sentence instead of two. Yes, I’m an
internal rebel without a cause.
In all seriousness, 2021 has been a game changer for many
people in ways that would require more time to explain than the
time it takes for you to read this article. *smile, wink*
Since 2021 has gone by so quickly and we are now at the end,
let me tell you how my year has ended. It has ended in the
Christmas spirit with joy on the inside that refuses to succumb
to the ugliness of opinions and adulting. My Christmas tree and
decorations have finally made it into the house, but I will not tell
you much beyond that.
What has held me captive this year are the memories
of singing Christmas carols. For those who have not
experienced it, it does look like the carolers on
television. If you asked the average person today
about Christmas songs, you would get the usual
“Jingle Bells”, “Frosty the Snow Man”, and maybe
“White Christmas”.

There is nothing wrong with those songs, but have you heard or
even sung these others?
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
“The First Noel”
“We Three Kings”
“The Christmas Song”
“Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy”
and the list goes on.
If this brings back memories for you like it does for me, then
please notice the same thing I did: these memories might be
stopping with us. I looked in the paper and online to see if there
would be any caroling and there was nothing. We all have our
traditions and ways of doing things, but what about sharing a
little something with those who have not had the experience.
I have an idea (not a project I’m taking on) for next year. How
about setting up an event at Veteran’s Memorial Park for
Christmas Caroling, hot chocolate and fun? They
say you enter a new year the same way you close
out the old…well then, let’s close it out with joy
and new memories.
Yes, my tree will be up before Christmas. *smile*
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Making a Difference
by Mary C Blanchard, Cochise County CASA Volunteer
Karen Fasimpaur wrote a heartwarming article about connecting with

one manages an electronics store, one is a lawyer, one is a teacher,

a former student. They began corresponding, and he shared that he

and one works for the government in D.C. And the list goes on.

is about to become a CASA. She was thrilled and plans to be
available to mentor him.

One thing that keeps me going as I find myself in my 80s is the
knowledge that I do/did make a difference in the lives of my students

A few weeks ago, I was shopping in Target, totally engrossed in

and my CASA kids. We CASAs volunteer to take a case and work

looking for a therapeutic pillow, when a middle-aged man approached

with that child until the case is dismissed, and some of us remain

me. He was wearing a mask, so I didn’t recognize him. He lowered

involved with our kids even after the case is dismissed. We do what it

his mask and introduced himself. Thank goodness I remembered him

takes to help our child. I sometimes get discouraged about a case if

even though the student I taught 30 years ago was skinny and blond

the child is exceptionally difficult, but I hang in there. Is it worth it?

and the adult before me was grey haired and obviously worked out.

You bet. I have proof. I am still working as a CASA and my goal is to

We had a very nice visit. He introduced me to his wife and told me he

continue to be a CASA as long as I can.

is about to retire from the army.
He then proceeded to tell me all about his favorite activities in my
class. He liked Jeopardy the best. I was surprised because he was
super in the mock trials, which was a much larger activity and
involved the whole 8th grade.
The point of all this is Karen and I are both sharing a real-life
experience about making a difference.
I remain in touch with quite a few former CASA kids, and some of my
CASA kids contact me from time to time and tell what they are up to.
Several have served in the military, several are stay-at-home moms,
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Sierra Vista DCS Improves Their Visitation Rooms
by Abby Dodge, Cochise County ADR/CASA Director
A few months back, I was contacted by DCS regarding funding for
improving their visitation rooms to allow parents and children to have
a more enjoyable visitation experience. The Cochise County Council
for CASA, Inc. (CCCC,I) graciously approved funding for this project,
and the different DCS offices throughout the county submitted their
requests for toys, furniture, and other items. Anita Farrow, the CCCC,I
treasurer immediately got to work ordering all the requested items,
and I helped deliver them to the Sierra Vista DCS office for
distribution throughout the county.

Recently, Angela Grissom, the Sierra Vista Ongoing Program
Supervisor, shared with me some photos of the progress they’re
making in the Sierra Vista office. Many of you likely know Andrea St.
Germain, DCS Case Specialist, but what you may not know is that
she’s an incredible artist! She has been hard at work painting the two
visitation rooms at that office - and she’s done an amazing job!
If you happen to be visiting the Sierra Vista DCS office, maybe you
can pop in and see their progress (assuming the rooms aren’t in use
when you’re there). They look awesome!

CASA of Cochise County News and Views

January 2022

9

Networking
by Mary C Blanchard, Cochise County CASA Volunteer
I learned to network as soon as I became a CASA, but I became an

things are fine, and yesterday is long past.

expert when I had a case where there was no DCS involvement. I
had to do everything by myself. I have mentioned this before over the

When I can’t get something done, or I don’t know how to do

years in various articles. It is golden to get advice or help from others

something, I ask for help. I have enlisted the help of teachers, friends.

who can help solve the problem.

lawyers, a U. S Congressman (his office staff is assigned to do the
work to help constituents), DCS, AzCA, and anyone else I can think

About a month ago, I needed to contact an aunt who had adopted

of.

one of my CASA kids. Two years ago, the aunt became angry when I
invited the girl for a sibling visit but did not invite the whole family. It

I state my problem, ask for help, and when the meeting is concluded, I

was at the very start of COVID and finding a venue was almost

ask if there is anyone else that I need to contact.

impossible. It was also 105 degrees outside. The parks had shut
down their group gathering places, and only single concrete picnic

I keep Abby in the loop when something is going on. Abby is more

tables were available. We could not host a group, the mother insisted

than a network. She is the heart of our program. She is one busy lady.

on the whole family, and the girl missed the sibling visit.

But she is always available to help. Keep her informed.

It was not until COVID slowed down that a sibling visit again became
possible. The aunt had cut off communication with me, so I needed
help inviting the girl. When the team was approving the details of the
sibling visit, I explained it would not work for me to contact the aunt.
Our adoption specialist volunteered to step in and communicate with
her. She contacted the aunt, got a favorable response, and I took
over from there.
The aunt has never mentioned the long silence, nor have I.
Networking enabled me to get help to contact the aunt, and today
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Mary Kay's Corner: Thoughts from Time to Time
by Mary Kay Holcomb, Cochise County CASA Volunteer

If you need hours for
training, the enclosed

FREE BABY CASA
WEBINAR TRAINING
This training is for all active CASAs working
on behalf of dependent children.

are wonderful classes
put on by two

Part 1: 12 to 1:30 pm Tuesday, January 18, 2022 Register
Part 2: 12 to 1:30 pm T ursday, January 20, 2022 Register

exceptional ladies that

This training helps CASAs advocate
for maltreated infants and toddlers

know what they are talking about. It is all

in the court to ensure their unique
needs are met. It also provides
CASAs advocating for older

about babies and their growth.

children insight into their needs and
vulnerabilities.

Content includes:

The classes will be each month (twice a

• Essentials for helping young

month). Sign up for these classes as these

• How the early years are unique

two women are wonderful on Babies.

children heal and thrive
• When stress becomes toxic

• Impacts of toxic stress on the
developing brain
• Best practices to improve
outcomes for young children

PRESENTERS:
Becky Ruffner
Baby CASA Trainer
Prevent Child Abuse Arizona

Meghan Hays Davis, MAS, IMH-E®
Program & Training Director
Prevent Child Abuse Arizona

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

F

mail meghan@pcaaz.org

10

CASA of Cochise County News and Views

January 2022

11

Movie Review
by Abby Dodge, Cochise County ADR/CASA Director
Selling the Girl Next Door
CNN Documentary from 2011
45 minutes (.75 hours of training)
Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4kil67llDs
Although this documentary was filmed in 2011, it appeared on a
recent National CASA/GAL Association Reading and Media List with
the following description:

trafficking, but awareness/acknowledgment of the issue is a good
place to start.
The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC)
reports that 1 in 6 of the more than 26,500 cases of children reported
missing to NCMEC in 2020 who had run away were likely victims of
child sex trafficking. To find this statistic and more, visit
www.missingkids.org. January is National Slavery and Human
Trafficking Prevention Month, making it a great month to learn more
about how you can help protect our most vulnerable youth.

This documentary “takes viewers into the world of underage American
girls caught up in the violent sex trade. Hundreds of thousands of girls
under the age of 18 are ensnared into lives of prostitution annually,
according to the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children.
Many are runaways or “throwaways” trapped in “the oldest
profession” by pimps who sell them using modern sales and
marketing techniques.”
Although the website discussed throughout this documentary
(backpage.com) was shut down by the FBI in 2018, that doesn’t mean
that the issue of sex trafficking has been resolved. The information
provided throughout this documentary is still very relevant and very
eye-opening. This documentary explains just how quickly young girls
(and boys, although this documentary did not address this
specifically) can be sex trafficked after running away from their living
environment. We still have a lot of work to do to eradicate child sex
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Project Encore Free Group Music Classes
from Jen Dorris, Cochise County CASA Volunteer
Local fine arts non-profit Project Encore AZ
is again offering FREE group music classes
to our CASA kids (and CASAs can also
participate alongside them)!
The next 10-week session starts in
January. Classes in steel pan, taiko
drumming, and pre-band programs require
no prior music experience.

You can check out the class days/times
here: www.ProjectEncoreAZ.org/enroll-now

Contact Jen Dorris for more information
(jennifer.dorris@gmail.com; 520-249-3536).

January 2022
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New CASA Volunteer!

Can't wait to
meet you!!
Vicki Barton
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Available now:
Bisbee:
Call Cheryl anytime (520) 234-8881. Someone will meet DCS
Case Managers with clothing items at an agreed-upon
location anywhere in Cochise County.

The Village Closet

Most sizes are available; less selection and supply in sizes 5
through teens.
Sierra Vista:

Village Meadows Church Support Group for
Foster Parents~~

Call LuRue Troyer (520-266-9409) between the hours of
8:00am and 10:00pm for pickup during those hours, or other
times can be arranged ahead of time. She has a few boxes
and bags, ranging from Newborn to Age 10.

Due to lack of hoped-for attendance, the Support
Group has been suspended until further notice.
Willcox:

Anyone interested can call Adam Larsen at
520-465-0527 for more information.

Call Mike Beam (520-349-9153) at any time. He has boxes and
bags for smaller sizes.

If you have donations, ideas or are willing to help in any way, please call

Cheryl Tomlinson at (520) 234-8881 or email
ctomlinson@casaaz.gov

Mike Beam at (520)-349-9153 has offered to be contacted at anytime.
Mike is in the Willcox area.

Still Needed!
People in Benson and
Douglas who can store
and distribute boxes
and bags!!

Please mention The Village Closet to your DCS Case Managers so that they are aware of what is available to them.
We are contacting the DCS Investigators as well.

~Continued on next page~
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The Village Closet

January 2022

Update on Activities

From Cheryl:
The Village Closet needs Size 6 diapers. We have an abundance of Size 4, but could use some of
the other sizes.
We have been doing some sorting. We have a supply of smaller sizes still, but not as many clothes
from Sizes 5T and up.
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CASA of the Month
Mike Beam
The CASA of the Month for December 2021 is Mike Beam!
Mike applied to our program in January 2021 and accepted his first case in April. Mike lives
in Willcox, which will hopefully help us reach more youth in that area of the county. Of
course, when he joined the program, we didn’t have any solid cases to offer him out there, so
he accepted a teenage boy placed in Huachuca City.
Although Mike travels approximately 150 miles round trip to see this teenager, he has never
once complained (at least not to me). In fact, on at least one occasion, Mike has taken the
teenager to Tucson for some fun activities. Mike and his teenager quickly developed a solid
relationship, and he has been a strong support for this teenager.
I ran into Mike in town recently, and he was happy to report that his teenager was in the
process of reunifying with Mom and he’ll soon be ready for another case. Mike visited the
home that his teenager transitioned to with Mom and although it isn’t perfect (what home is,
though), he seemed confident that this is the best place for the teenager at this time. What’s
even better, is that this teenager was able to complete the transition to Mom’s home on
Christmas Eve - what perfect timing!
I’m excited to see Mike finish out this case and start on a new one, hopefully closer to his
home this time. Thanks Mike, for all your hard work so far, and keep it up!

December 2021

January 2022
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Anniversaries

K

Bud Dragoo
Since 1/23/04 – 18 years

Jan Dragoo
Since 1/23/04 – 18 years

Mellyora Crawford
Since 1/3/20– 2 years
Christine Cranmore
MEO, 12/14/21

Arian Lee
Since 1/16/20– 2 years

Jo Anna Cormier
Since 1/17/20– 2 years

The Court read from the CASA Report filed
December 3, 2021, and thanked Ms. Cranmore for
her services in this matter.
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Case Closures in
November
Jennifer Liebertz’ teenager aged out at the end of
November.
Mellyora Crawford’s teenager (who had been in
the system since 2015) was adopted on
December 10!
Manuela Henderson’s kiddos were adopted by
their Grandparents on December 10.
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JANUARY 2022
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1 Polar Bear
Plunge Day

2 Emily D.

3

4 Ellie Mae:
Report due for
L/D.

5

6 Mary Kay H.

7 Old Rock Day

8

14 Organize Your
Home Day

15

Michelle: Report
due for MI.
9

10 Cut Your
Energy Cost Day

11 Holly: Report
due for GE.

12 Marzipan Day

16 Soup Swap
Day

17

18 Thesaurus Day 19

20 Dragoo’s:
21 Squirrel
Report due for
Appreciation Day
JG.
Carol: Report due
for KS.

22

23 Handwriting Day

24

25 Opposite Day

27 Chocolate
Cake Day

29 Puzzle Day

30 Croissant Day

31 Backwards Day

26

13

28

Calendar created by Lissete Borbon, Program Manager, Cochise County CASA Program
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Evening: Last Tuesday of Month
6:30 - 8:30pm

Home of LuRue Troyer
2300 Iris Drive
Sierra Vista, AZ
Page created by Lissete Borbon, Program Manager, Cochise County CASA Program
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Child Sex Trafficking Overview

~Continued on next page~
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A Guide for Child Welfare Professionals

~Continued on next page~
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A Guide for Parents & Guardians
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https://www.azcourts.gov/

