Census 2010/Cochise County Counts
Complete Count Committee

Meeting Summary: FEBRUARY 18, 2010

Attendees: Supervisor Ann English, Cochise County; Josh Bernstein, Douglas; Dane Grieshop,
Citizen; V. Tina Gilbertson & Jennifer Thornton, City of Sierra Vista; Wayne Crane, SSVEC;
Wayne Wilson, ADC; Jerome Ward, Cochise College; Jon Belair, Fort Huachuca; Shar Porier, SV
Herald

County Departments Attending: Health; Library; School District; Administration

WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

Supervisor Ann English opened the meeting and thanked all the attendees for their participation.
She spoke about the importance of the 2010 Census to Cochise County and shared that she spoke
for the entire Board of Supervisors in encouraging everyone in the County to send in their Census
forms. Attendees introduced themselves and shared a little bit about their role in the 2010 Census
effort.

CENSUS 2010 BRIEFING

Karen Lamberton, Cochise County Transportation Planner, provided a briefing about the 2010
Census and the anticipated challenges expected in the County in achieving a complete count. The
estimated 2010 population count is about 146,030 people living in about 63,500 homes. A three-
phased approach to the 2010 census count in the County was shared and a preliminary timeline
discussed.

CENSUS 2010 UPDATE REPORTS

Angel Roca, Census Partnership Specialist, provided an update to the Census activities underway
in the County and described the national advertising campaign and the planned events around
the “Walk to the Mailbox” outreach strategy. Josh Bernstein, a member of the Douglas Complete
Count Committee, described the activities that the City of Douglas has been doing to support the
Census in their community. Douglas has a radio station interested in providing random awards
to vehicles they spot with census bumper-stickers but as of yet business have not been interested
in providing any incentive gifts towards this effort.

MAIL-BACK PHASE

Karen Lamberton, Cochise County Transportation Planner, provided additional detail on the
mail-back phase of the Census effort. This phase would begin in early March and primarily
involved the city of Sierra Vista as most of the rest of the County are served by P.O. Boxes. The
Census Bureau does not mail Census forms to P.O. Boxes and will reach these households with
other methods. Primarily strategies to increase the mail-back response rate include leveraging
county staff with a county-wide employee outreach effort; encouraging large employers to
provide paycheck inserts encouraging staff to fill out and send in forms; and supporting the
Census in the Schools program in both public and private schools.



BREAKOUT STRATEGY SESSIONS

The group then engaged in a discussion and brainstorming session to identify different ideas that
they might do within their own agencies and companies. Attendees shared activities that they
were doing already or hoped to do in the future. Ideas included:

+ Working with and through Human Resource Organizations (Donna has contact
information)

Samples of school curriculum to Trudy (available also on web)

Contact ESL/GED classes though the colleges

Try to find some business to support incentive gifts or sponsor events

Talk with the Liberty Tax Center and bring them on board/Tax season

Forgiving library fines in exchange for bringing a form in and putting it in a Be Counted
Box at branches (5 library branches)

Reach private schools through newsletters through the Superintendents offices

Put census staff with bookmobile runs so they can have forms on hand
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Use mobile health vans to reach people

Put QAC site info in real estate offices on post

Renters off base come into the base and reach them in some way (est 200-300 off-base)
Place info on newsletters eg. SSVEC has a May newsletter

Links to websites
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ASSIGNMENT OF TASKS/NEXT STEPS

The group identified tasks that they were planning to do next and time will be set aside at each
committee meeting to share information about activities that were completed. The County will be
developing a web-site link that other groups can link to through their own web-sites or list in
newsletters. When the webpage is completed and posted this link will be sent out to attendees
via e-mail.

QUESTIONS & FUTURE ITEMS

The next meeting date of March 18, 2010 was noted. The March meeting will focus on strategies
to decrease the undercount in the County. Some strategies the committee observed needed to be
started earlier in the year and this was noted for future planning of the 2020 census outreach.

ADJOURN

The meeting adjourned at about 3:30 p.m. and attendees were encouraged to browse the lobby
area where additional materials were displayed and to take away posters, handouts and give
away items to use in their own outreach efforts.

www.cochise.az.gov/2010census & www.2010census.gov




