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“One looks back 
with appreciation to 
the brilliant teachers, 
but with gratitude to 
those who touched 
our human feelings. 
The curriculum is so 
much necessary raw 
material, but warmth 
is the vital element 

for the growing 
plant and for the 

soul of the child.” 
Carl Jung 

Cochise County School 
Superintendent’s Office 

County School Office Legacy Project Open House 
 
Our office will be hosting an open house to present the history of education as part of the 
Cochise County Legacy Project. Please join us for refreshments and a tour of our office.  

 
Wednesday, April 27th  

1:00 pm—6:00 pm 
100 Clawson Ave., 3rd Floor, Old High School, Bisbee 

Hi All, 
Have you heard that I am retiring the end of December? The announcement was made at 
the Teacher of the Year Awards. Thank you Cochise Education Foundation for the tribute 
and thank you everyone who attended. It was a great night! The Teacher of the Year win-
ners are listed on page 2 and I congratulate all of them and all of the nominees. I hope you 
stay in Cochise County and continue to be our rock stars! 
 
Not much is happening with legislation because the legislators are grappling with develop-
ing a state budget. There is a revenue surplus this year, but this creates a demand from 
more state entities.  Of course, the legislators have addressed our request for funding and 
have a plan to settle our lawsuit by having the voters approve Prop 123 on May 17. 
 
The proposition would increase funds taken from the State Trust Lands account from the 
current 2.5% to 6.9% which would provide $3.5 billion over the next ten years. Most of the 
proposition language deals with protecting the Trust Land account; how the money can be 
invested and it creates oversight of the account balances to determine when the full 6.9% 
can be withdrawn. It also stipulates that the legislature will not appropriate any more than 
49% of their budget to education. All of these triggers are put in place to make sure that the 
increases to education can only be funded if there is money available for it. 
 
To explain this in school finance terms, our districts are funded based on the numbers of 
students enrolled last year (which could change to current year funding). According to 
Chuck Essigs, “The Arizona Legislature set the 2015-16 (FY16) Base Level at $3426.74 
per student. If the May 17th election is successful, the state funding formula for this year 
will be recalculated using a base level of $3600 per student and with estimates for inflation, 
the base level for FY17 would be $3635.64. Looking at the last ten years [FY07 to FY16] 
we see that the high year for state funding was FY07 when state funding per pupil was 
$4638. From 2007 to 2010 both per pupil and total state funding went down by over 20%. 
 
To learn more, don’t miss the Prop 123 Forum taking place on Saturday, April 23, 9:30-
12:30 at Buena High School. Pro and Con speakers will be presenting and, hopefully, you 
will leave with information that can help you to be an informed voter.  See info on page 3. 
 
And….I’m not out of here yet. We still have much to accomplish before my departure and 
I’m looking forward to my last eight months. As always, feel free to contact me anytime. 
 
We are here to serve you! 
Trudy 





The County School Connection                               Page 3 

Dates to Remember 
 

April 23  Prop 123 Forum (Buena HS) 
April 27  County School Superintendent’s  
  Legacy Project Open House 
May 2  Law Day (Tombstone HS) 
May 4  CASA Meeting (UA South) 
May 17  Special Election 
May  30  Memorial Day 

Prop 123 - Amendment to the Constitution – May 17, 2016 Special Election 
 
The History 
• 2% inflationary funding for education was approved by voters in 2000 (Prop 301). 
• State legislators did not fund the inflationary rate during the recession. 
• Districts and education entities filed a lawsuit to restore the funding. 
• The 5 year lawsuit was settled out of court; Plaintiffs were asking for $2.9 Billion. 
• Gov. Ducey proposes to use State Trust Land funds to settle the lawsuit. 
 
• Proceeds from the State Land Trust are dedicated to education in Arizona. 
 $5 Billion in investments are currently held, +$70 Billion in unsold trust lands. 
 The fund continues to grow and doubled in the last 5 years. 
 
• If passed, the lawsuit will be settled. 
 The amount withdrawn each year increases from 2.5% to 6.9%. 
 Safeguards are in place to ensure the account is not overspent. 
 $3.5 Billion will be provided to education over 10 years, $300 Million every year. 
 530 Million for this year and next year’s budgets can be budgeted for any expense.  
 The state will add an additional $624 Million from the General Fund over 10 years. 
 No tax increase is needed to pay for the lawsuit. 
 
• If not passed, the lawsuit is still in place and/or must be re-negotiated. 
 There are no other identified sources for new education funding. 
 There is no guarantee that the Arizona Supreme Court will award back pay of inflation funding in the future. 
 The State Land Trust payout remains at the current level. 
 

Upcoming Election Dates 
 
May 17, 2016  Special Statewide Election 
   (Prop. 123 & Prop. 124) 
August 30, 2016 Primary  Election 
November 8, 2016 General Election 
 
A list of the 18 vote center locations in Cochise County 
can be seen here: 
https://www.cochise.az.gov/sites/default/files/
elections_special_districts/vcflyer.pdf  

Proposition 123 Pro and Con  
Forum for Community Awareness 

 
Learn the Facts about Prop 123 

 
Saturday, April 23, 2016 

9:30 am-12:30 pm 
Where: Buena High School Lecture Hall 

5225 E. Buena School Blvd., 
Sierra Vista, AZ  

 

Educators earn 3 hours of Professional Development 

Contact Us 
 
Trudy Berry, Superintendent 
tberry@cochise.az.gov  432-8950 
 
Karen Enriquez, Admin Assistant 
kenriquez@cochise.az.gov  432-8952 
 
Nikki Madden, Secretary 
kmadden@cochise.az.gov  432-8950 
 
Debbie Prow, Admin. Assist./Finance 
dprow@cochise.az.gov   432-8954 
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Economics Summer Institute for Teachers 
June 2016  
UA Office of Economic Education 
 
The Arizona curriculum standards require teaching eco-
nomics as part of all the social studies. Are you fulfilling 
the requirement? If not, this program is for you! 
 
The UA Office of Economic Education offers a no-fear 
summer institute on the fundamental principles of eco-
nomics to prepare teachers to fulfill Arizona Social Stud-
ies Strand 5. The summer economics institute is taught 
incrementally to bring beginners along with those with 
some foreknowledge. Solely for 6th-12th grade teachers, 
you’ll be among colleagues. We offer this at no charge, 
and we have funds to help with lodging for those attend-
ing from outside Pima County. 
 
For more information or to apply online: https://
oee.eller.arizona.edu/programs/economics-summer-
institute 

Carol M. White  
Physical Education Program Grant 

  
DEADLINE: May 20, 2016 
AVAILABLE: $200,000 to $800,000 per year for 3 years. 
 
This U.S. Department of Education program provides 
grants to initiate, expand, and improve physical education 
for students in grades K–12 to help make progress toward 
meeting State physical education standards.  
 
For more information: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/
view-opportunity.html?oppId=282386 

Registration Fee: $125 
 
Enjoy three days of engaging, hands-on professional de-
velopment at The STEMAZing Institute. Each three-day 
strand is facilitated by master educators and includes a kit 
of equipment and supplies worth $100 so you can imple-
ment what you have learned when you return to the class-
room with your own modifications and differentiation. The 
institute will be held at several locations in Tucson. 
 
For more information, or to register, go to:  
http://www.stemazing.org/#!stemazing-institute-2016/hztfc 

ARSA Teacher of the Year 
 
The Arizona Rural Schools Association is 
currently accepting nominations for their 
Teacher of the Year Awards, which will take 
place this September. Each year ARSA pre-
sents awards to outstanding Arizona educa-

tors: the County Teachers of the Year and the Arizona 
Teacher of the Year. Award winners receive plaques ac-
knowledging their achievements and recognition. The Ari-
zona Teacher of the Year award winner also receives a 
check for $1,000, as well as an all expense paid trip to the 
annual National Rural Education Association Convention. 
Nominations are due May 15th. For more information and 
to download the nomination forms, go to:  
 
http://www.azruralschools.org/Teacher_of_the_Year 

ADE to Provide Open Access to Free  
Educational Materials 

 
Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion Diane Douglas has announced that 
ADE is launching a #GoOpen initiative, 
supporting Arizona educators and schools 
as they transition to using high-quality, 
openly licensed educational materials. With this initiative, 
Arizona joins an initial group of states making a commit-
ment to move away from traditional, expensive textbooks 
in favor of freely accessible educational materials. Help-
ing reduce financial strain while encouraging digital 
awareness is the goal as districts and governing boards 
select curricula for their students. The U.S. Department of 
Education states that #GoOpen will facilitate a new model 
of learning through the creation of an open network of 
digital resources that can increase equity and empower 
teachers.  
 
Find out more about this initiative at http://tech.ed.gov/
open-education 
 
Source: Pinal County School Superintendent’s Office E-Newsletter  

 
If you would like to receive The County School 
Connection by email, contact Nikki Madden at 
kmadden@cochise.az.gov or 432-8950.  


